[Preliminary experience in an intensive care unit with Impella Recover. A new circulatory support system in patients with low cardiac output].
The low cardiac output syndrome following cardiopulmonary bypass is characterized by poor left ventricular contractibility that requires the support of high doses of vasoactive drugs, intra-aortic balloon pump, and sometimes makes it impossible to disconnect the extracorporeal circulation. We report 5 cases in which a "recently created" device in left ventricular support was inserted, the Impella Recover (Impella CardioSystems AG, Aachen, Germany) due to cardiogenic shock at the end of the surgery. Four of these patients recovered their heart function and the ventricular support could be removed after 70+/-55 h. In a fifth patient, the right ventricular failure warranted the use of Berlin Heart assist device.